
 

 

Story Speculations 
Peter Pan by J.M. Barrie 

Give out one sentence per child. Using the Voice 21 groupings of ‘Onion’ or 
‘Traverse’, each child reads their sentence to the child opposite them and 
spends one minute discussing the clues and what the story could be about. 
They could also just move around the class choosing other children at random. 
When they move on, they use the new and previous clues to guess the 
following aspects of the story, piecing together evidence to back up their 
theories. You may wish to use our ‘Book Knowledge Organisers’ to go through 
the book in more detail at the end if you or the children are unfamiliar with the 
story. 

 

 

1.) Children have the strangest adventures without being troubled by 
them. 

2.) The dream by itself would have been a trifle, but while she was 
dreaming the window of the nursery blew open, and a boy did drop on 
the floor. 

3.) It was not really a light; it made this light by flashing about so quickly, 
but when it came to rest for a second you saw it was a fairy, no longer 
than your hand, but still growing. 

4.) It is the fairy language. 

5.) “You see I don’t know any stories. None of the lost boys know any 
stories.” 

6.) “Mermaids! With tails?” 

7.) “They are perfectly safe, aren’t they? Every one of the little angels 
sound asleep in bed. Listen to their gentle breathing.” 

8.) They were flying over the sea before this thought began to disturb 
Wendy seriously. 

9.) “How could we ever find our way back without him?” 
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10.) They were now over the fearsome island, flying so low that sometimes 
a tree grazed their feet. 

11.) He lay at his ease in a rough chariot drawn and propelled by his men, 
and instead of a right hand he had the iron hook… 

12.) When they have passed, comes the last figure of all, a gigantic 
crocodile. 

13.) Peter kept watch outside with drawn sword, for the pirates could be 
heard carousing far away and the wolves were on the prowl. 

14.) Sometimes he came home with his head bandaged, and then Wendy 
cooed over him and bathed it in lukewarm water, while he told a dazzling 
tale. 

15.) Her hands and ankles were tied, and she knew what was to be her 
fate. 

16.) There was a fierce struggle, in which the cutlass was torn from the 
pirate’s grasp. 

17.) Twice the iron hand clawed him. 

18.) All night they sat above, keeping watch over the home under the 
ground and awaiting the big attack by the pirates which obviously could 
not be much longer delayed. 

19.) This meal happened to be a make-believe tea, and they sat round the 
board, guzzling in their greed. 

20.) They sang and danced in their night-gowns. 

21.) “Dear ones,” she said, “if you will all come with me I feel almost sure I 
can get my father and mother to adopt you.” 

22.) Peter felt for his dagger till his hand gripped it. 

23.) She was saying that she thought she could get well again if children 
believed in fairies. 
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24.) “Are all the children chained, so that they cannot fly away?” 

25.) His intention was to turn her face so that she should see the boys 
walking the plank one by one. 

26.) Then a few sharp orders were given, and they turned the ship round, 
and nosed her for the mainland. 

27.) It is sad to have to say that the power to fly gradually left them. 

28.) He was a little boy, and she was grown up. 

29.) The others were all brave boys, and they must not be blamed for 
backing from the pirate captain. 

30.) “Captain, let go!” he cried, writhing. 
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