
 

 

Story Speculations 
Orphans of the Tide by Struan Murray 

Give out one sentence per child. Using the Voice 21 groupings of ‘Onion’ or 
‘Traverse’, each child reads their sentence to the child opposite them and 
spends one minute discussing the clues and what the story could be about. 
They could also just move around the class choosing other children at random. 
When they move on, they use the new and previous clues to guess the 
following aspects of the story, piecing together evidence to back up their 
theories. You may wish to use our ‘Book Knowledge Organisers’ to go through 
the book in more detail at the end if you or the children are unfamiliar with the 

story. 

 

 

1.) There was a confused muttering from the crowd. An old lady screamed. 

2.) She passed alongside the whale, its eyes peacefully closed. 

3.) It looked like a sort of metal crab, but was the size of a small pig. 

4.) ‘Until he is proved to be the Vessel, and until he is dead, there is no 
cause for celebration.’ 

5.) On the ground floor, taking pride of place upon the central 
workbench, was a large harpoon gun. 

6.) ‘THE ENEMY WALKS AMONG US!’ 

7.) ‘The person who defeats it gets to become a saint when they die.’ 

8.) The docks were not nearly so old as the city they’d grown from. 

9.) The building sloped down, and the sea had spilled through the holes in 
the wall. 

10.) The same blue, mist-like splotches had appeared on his skin. 

11.) The younger orphans lay about on the floor, rolling dice and accusing 
one another of cheating. 

12.) As she watched, an Inquisitor pulled along a small man bound in 
chains.  
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13.) Dangling on these platforms from long ropes were hundreds of cages 
for catching the lobsters and crayfish that swarmed over the rooftops 
beneath the sea. 

14.) ‘You realise . . . whether you protect him or not, he will die.’ 

15.) Down one alleyway they heard footsteps, and had to hide in a 
doorway as guardsmen marched by. 

16.) The sea started bubbling up towards them. 

17.) Massive waves rose high above, far out towards the castle, smashing 
against each other like monsters battling on the horizon. 

18.) For a moment, the shark just kept swimming. 

19.) They spent the rest of the day planning their escape from the city. 

20.) ‘They’ve found that boat of yours that goes under water.’ 

21.) Castion readjusted the straps of his mechanical leg, then led them 
along Orphanage Street. 

22.) ‘I have stared the enemy in the eye and lived to tell of it.’ 

23.) ‘I have a plan. And it involves you.’ 

24.) The traps in the floorboards were sprung. 

25.) ‘A parasite feeds of its host – it needs something only the host can 
give it.’ 

26.) ‘Right, we’ll need food and water, maps, and a boat’ she said. 

27.) He took a long, deep breath, then reached for the hilt of his sword. 

28.) The crisp, salty smell of the sea grew stronger with every step she 
took north. 

29.) Ellie’s face emerged, freckled, pale, and gasping for breath. 

30.) ‘I’m not very good at being a sea god.’ 
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